
Siskinite’s Weekly Post  
Friday, September 9, 2016 

Siskinites Celebrate Sunflowers! 

And Their Feathered Friends the Hens...And Roo! 

 

 
Important School Wide Announcements and Dates: 

• Thank you so much for attending Back to School Night!  It was so great to meet the 
families of all my awesome Siskinites! Please remember to return your parent interviews , 
garden and cooking photo releases forms for Barbara Adams, and updated contact sheet 
for our fabulous room parent communication team!!  

 
Room 6 Headlines 

It's Time to Get Ready For the Summer Mystery Hot Seat!  

I hope as you read this summer, you found at least one character, theme, or topic that really interested 

you as you read.  Your Shared Family Project for the next two weeks is to prepare for you Hot Seat 

Interview!  This assignment invites you to take the “hot seat” and become that character in the book, 

topic, or theme that interested you.  

 



Field trips and special school and classroom events 
Field Trips 

September Time Location Transportation Content 

Monday 
 9/12/16 

10:00-12:20 Caledonia  
Street 

Walking Junior Sausalito 
Historical Society 
Docents 

 Friday  
9/16/16 

10:00-1:20 Schoonmaker 
Beach  

Walking Students describe 
local and CA 
physical and 
human geography. 
Students will use 
maps, tables, 
graphs, 
photographs, and 
charts to organize 
information about 
people, places, 
and environments 
in a spatial 
context. 
 

Tuesday 9/20/16 8:45-1:00 Ring Mountain 
Corte Madera 

Carpool Local and CA 
human and 
physical 
geography.  
Students will 
discuss the ways 
in which physical 
geography, 
including climate, 
influenced how 
the local and CA 
Indian nations 
adapted to their 
natural 
environment (e.g., 
how they obtained 
food, clothing, 
tools). 

 

Homework Assignments 

• Homework is assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
responses to Scholastic News activities 
• Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and completeness work.  

 

Mandatory Homework Assignments 



Family Project:  
Mystery Summer Hot Seat Project : Due 9/23/16 

Reading log and discussion questions: Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three discussion questions 
to answer.  

Cursive: letter c….or choose a poem of page from a book to copy to practice your cursive 

Scholastic News:    No delivery because Labor Day 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  

 

Optional Assignments 

Spelling:  Spelling BEE words: prefixes (coming soon!) 

Spelling City  

https://www.spellingcity.com/ 

Math: Prodigy 

https://prodigygame.com/Play/ 

XtraMath 

https://xtramath.org 

Khan Academy  

https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

TERC Investigation  

 

Reading K-3rd grade:  

 

 

Bookflix 

http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 

Password: wcacademy 

Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th grade:  

 

 

Trueflix 

http://trueflix.scholastic.com  

Password: wcacademy 

Username: wcacademy 

Keyboard skills:  

 

Dance Mat Typing  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 

 
MATH WORKSHOP 

What are students doing and learning? 

This week students took math a math inventory assessment, explored Inspirational Math 
concepts, and worked on writing equations using four operations in an activity titled 
Numbers in My Life? These diverse activities, formal assessments and other open-ended 
performance assessment have given me a better understanding of  the mathematical 
thinking and strengths and challenges of my third and fourth graders!  

https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://prodigygame.com/Play/
https://xtramath.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr


 
WRITER’S WORKSHOP 

What are students doing and learning? 

•Direct narrative writing assessment 
•Science journaling 
•Cursive 
•Spelling inventories 

 
READER’S WORKSHOP 

What are students doing and learning: 

•Novel study: •  EL Deafo  and response questions 
•Graphic Novel reading strategies 
• California Weekly  ( 4th grade) 

 
SCIENCE 

What are students doing and learning? 

•What defines a biome? What plants, animals, and land and water features are in your 
biome? 
    In science, Siskinites began answering this driving question by building dioramas of the 
major biomes on Earth. A Biome is defined as a large region of Earth that has a certain 
climate and certain types of living things. Students are working as scientist and 
researchers  as they identify the plants, animals, climate, and land and water features of 
the tundra, a variety of forests, grasslands, and deserts. 
•Animal Explorations 
• Human Brain and learning 

 
                            FARM TO TABLE WITH BARBARA 

What are students doing and learning: 

Chicken Scratch Literacy Project 
Each afternoon, a group of Siskinites comes to Sunflower Sentry Garden to tend crops and 
bond with the chickens. Getting to know the flock as living beings with distinctive 
personalities is important because they will soon be writing the Hen House Diaries blog on 
their new website. The kids will be answering questions addressed to the hens by fellow 
students at Willow Creek Academy and writing in the voice of their favorite chickens. 
They will also work as scientists, researchers, writers, reporters, artists and farmers on a 
variety of special assignments. We call the project Chicken Scratch, but don’t let the name 
fool you—we’re serious about building academic skills and agricultural awareness. It’s 
going to be a hands-on learning adventure like no other. 
 
Important Photo Release Required 
Photographs of the kids working in the garden and cooking are posted on the Beyond 



Wonderful Kids Cook http://beyondwonderfulkidscook.com/and Chicken Scratch Hens 
http://www.chickenscratchhens.com/ websites for the children and their families to see. 
Additional photos appear on the Beyond Wonderful Kids Cook Facebook page. 
 
Since Barbara Adams and her production company build both sites, WCA requires a 
separate photo release from the one signed for the school. Barbara takes the protection 
your child very serious and never identifies them by name or uses their images on 
products for profit. 
 
Please sign the release and return it to Ms. Siskin as soon as possible so that we can begin 
sharing our projects. If you are uncomfortable signing the release, Barbara will be sure to 
blank out your child’s image in group photos and not publish any individual images. 

 

 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

What are students doing and learning: 

•Building a foundation for California and Sausalito Underground Projects 
Biome groups, added their preliminary science research and data to a group biome matrix. 
This graphic organizer will  help students see and compare and contrast the similarities 
and differences between the biomes on Earth. Next week, third graders will begin to 
identify land and water features located in their local environment, Bay area, and Marin 
County. Fourth graders will have a similar project, however they will be studying land and 
water features of the different regions of California: deserts, mountains, valleys, hills, 
coastal areas, oceans, lakes) Both third and fourth graders will  describe the physical and 
human geography of an area and use maps, tables, graphs, photographs, and charts to 
organize information about people, places, and environments in a spatial context.  
The Driving Question: 
How can we, as archaeologists, use underground evidence to answer mysteries about 
California and Sausalito’s past?  



Students will begin by studying the First Californians, Native Americans who lived in 
Sausalito and Marin and in the different regions of California. Third and fourth graders 
will compare and contrast their research and to better help them understand that the 
environment in which a group of people live in influences what they make and do, the 
culture. 

 

 

 
 LIFE SKILL TOOL OF THE MONTH  

What are students doing and learning?  CARES Tool of  Assertion  

•Siskintes continue to learn to ask their friends, classmates, teachers, and others  for what 
they need to be happy and successful learners  

 
SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE WEEK 

What will students be doing and learning? 

Math: TERC INVESTIGATIONS: Unit 1  

3rd grade:Understanding Equal Groups (Multiplication and Division 1) 

4th grade: Arrays, Factors, and Multiplicative Comparison (Multiplication and Division 1) 

Writing; Building fluency and stamina through quick writes; writing assessment; Words 
Their Way  Spelling Inventory 

Reading:  EL Deafo; Island of the Blue Dolphins 

Social studies:  Human and physical geography 

Science:  Human Brain and Learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


